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federation of her nationalities, was in process of formation.I He evidently believed that a broad supra-national federation was feasible once the dynasties had been abolished,2 and did not accept the alternative which the Great-Prussian majority of the Assembly put before the German-Austrians, of parting either from their fellow-Germans or from their fellow-Austrians. The German-Austrian right-wingers declined at least'the second alternative with even more vigour, although for different reasons. Evidently a majority of the German-Austrians wanted to preserve the Austrian Empire in a reorganised form.
During the spring of 18483 the cc Central Commission of the Estates " 3 had formulated the programme of the German upper classes, the nobility, bureaucracy and bourgeoisie. In its essentials, this was to remain the programme of the Austro-German reactionaries until the downfall of the monarchy. The cc historic " non-German nationalities, Magyars, Poles, and Italians, with the territories they claimed " by historic right", i.e. with the majority of the Slavs and all the Rumanians as subject races, were to be allowed to separate from Austria, either completely or by restricting the dynastic connection to a mere personal union. In this way German ascendancy in the remaining Austrian territories, including those of the Czechs and the Slovenes, was to be secured. From the German point of view such a programme had the advantage of rallying all the Austro-Germans, although they were divided on the essential political and social issues : the right-wingers might support Hungarian separatism for the reason just mentioned, while the left-wingers sympathised with the Hungarians as the most resolute of the anti-Hapsburg revolutionaries.4 They might disregard the claims of the " non-historic " nationalities, showing a pseudo-revolutionary contempt for those which, merely because they were more democratic in structure, could not boast of a long gentry-dominated " struggle for freedom ". In the event, such an attitude proved fatal to the Hungarian as well as to the German-Austrian revolution : the former was defeated just because of its avowed tendency to oppress the non-Magyar nationalities and so to drive them into
1  ibid., p. 2785.
2  Palacky (op. cit.t p. 85) took the exactly opposite view.    He, too, considered (in 1848) a republican solution the only way to German national unity.    But he feared that the abolition of monarchy in Austria would lead to her dispersal into many " republics in miniature",  as "a preparatory stage to Russian universal monarchy ", which he detested, and continued to detest to the last, " not for being Russian, but for being universal monarchy" (op. cit., 1872, p. 28).
3 Redlich, op. cit, pp. issff.                                     4 ibid., note p. 49.